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Brownsville Independent School District

~~~~

Vocabulary Development Initiative-Elementary
Definition 

Vocabulary refers to the meanings and pronunciations of words necessary for communication. Vocabulary is often categorized as oral vocabulary (listening and speaking) or print vocabulary (reading and writing). Reference: FCRR Teacher Resource Guide, 2007. BISD Grading Procedures states that Vocabulary Development is part of a balanced reading program.
Goal & Purpose 

The goal of Vocabulary instruction is to provide students with an understanding of the meaning and use of words so that they can comprehend what they are reading and communicate effectively. Vocabulary is critical to teach because of its connection to overall reading comprehension (NRP, 2000; Rand Study Group, 2002; Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 1998). That is, if a word is decoded and pronounced but the meaning is not recognized, comprehension will be impaired. Reference: FCRR Teacher Resource Guide, 2007.

BISD Grading Procedures

According to the BISD Grading Procedures- Standard Operating Procedures Program Standards for Elementary Grades Pk-5th, all elementary Reading and ESL classes must provide direct, sequential, multisensory, explicit, cumulative, and systematic instruction in English language vocabulary. It goes on to say that direct vocabulary instruction is only one part of a balanced reading program.
BISD Vocabulary Initiative-Elementary
Because of the importance of vocabulary instruction in the elementary classroom as stated above, BISD is recommending the addition of the following daily schedule for the words as listed in the BISD Vocabulary Word of the Week 2013-2014 (pending printing). A large poster sized GO will be provided for daily use.  The Vocabulary Routine is as follows: 
Monday:  
 Definition 

3-5 minutes


Tuesday:  
 Characteristics

3-5 minutes
Wednesday:
 Examples

3-5 minutes
Thursday:  
 Non-examples

3-5 minutes
Friday:  
 7-Up Rule Sentence (Powerful sentence created with 7 or more words)  3-5 minutes
Research Note

A vocabulary program that is inclusive enough to benefit children at every level will include the following four elements (Graves, 2006). 

1. Rich and varied oral and print language experiences 

2. Instruction in individual words with multiple exposures to the words in a variety of forms 

3. Instruction in word-learning strategies (e.g., using context) 

4. Fostering word consciousness (i.e., promoting an interest in words and their meanings).

